


 













 



 

 
                 
1201 Lloyd Blvd.; Suite 900      Phone:  (503) 414-3063 
Portland, Oregon 97232      Fax:  (503) 414-3277 
 

Subject: Farmers Screen, NRCS Programs and CIG Grant Date: March 22, 2009 
 

To:  Les Perkins, Farmers Conservation Alliance 

 
Les,  
 
As the State Technical Representative on the Conservation Innovation Grant (CIG) between the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service and Farmers Conservation Alliance I wanted to clarify a few points in 
relation to this contract. 

 
The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), an agency of the U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
provides voluntary technical and financial assistance to people interested in protecting and enhancing 
soil, water, wildlife habitat and related natural resources on non-federal lands. NRCS staffs work in every 
county in the nation to provide conservation planning assistance, natural resource information, 
engineering expertise, and other technical and financial assistance to help private landowners develop, 
install and maintain conservation measures on their land.  
 
NRCS provides financial and technical assistance for fish screens at agricultural water diversions and 
recognizes the importance of this component in irrigation systems and protection of aquatic species. As a 
federal agency, we understand our unique position to facilitate private lands conservation and our 
responsibilities to the Endangered Species Act. This authority allows us to assist other federals agencies 
whose mandate is the recovery of ESA listed species through the implementation of innovative and 
technologically sound conservation measures. The $529,000.00 CIG grant between NRCS and FCA is 
one such investment that NRCS has identified as providing a new, unique approach to meeting this 
particular resource challenge.  
 
The development of screening technology that significantly reduces operation and maintenance efforts by 
limiting mechanical components and efficiently transporting stream-borne debris and sediments are 
critical considerations to NRCS and landowners whom we provide assistance. The FCA design has 
represents a large step forward in addressing these issues and the reduced-scale; modular application 
provides a method for screening many of the smaller diversions our agency works on. The ability to 
screen diversions with difficult site conditions and access is another benefit. 
 
I look forward to working with you and FCA through the course of our CIG contract and appreciate your 
willingness to provide a training session at our upcoming NRCS Oregon Engineers meeting in April. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
 
Sean Welch, PE 
State Hydraulic Engineer 
USDA NRCS, Oregon 
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FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
Oregon Fish and Wildlife Office 
2600 SE 98th Avenue, Suite 100 

Portland, Oregon   97266 
Phone: (503)231-6179  FAX: (503)231-6195 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
January 10, 2006 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
I am the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s Aquatic Resources Coordinator, Oregon Fish 
and Wildlife Office, Portland, Oregon.  My agency has been actively working with 
Farmers Conservation Alliance (FCA) in evaluating new fish screening technology in 
Oregon, as well as undertaking a partnership with Farmers Conservation Alliance to seek 
new opportunities to install and operate new fish screening technology in Oregon.  We 
have met with Farmers Conservation Alliance personnel recently to discuss methods to 
streamline regulatory compliance for future fish screen installations, and will meet again 
next week.  We anticipate our regulatory streamlining partnership with Farmers 
Conservation Alliance, as well as Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife and National 
Marine Fisheries Service, will result in more rapid regulatory approval of future fish 
screen installations, as well as more certainty for individual landowners who are 
considering Farmers Conservation Alliance fish screen installations. 
 
Please contact me if I can answer any questions regarding the successful partnership the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has with Farmers Conservation Alliance. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Doug Young 
Aquatic Resources Coordinator 
 
 
cc:  Julie O’Shea, FCA 
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