
Step 1:
Identify species & 
lifestages in need 

of passage

*NMF= Native 
Migratory Fish 
are defined as all 
native fish that 
migrate for their 
life cycle needs. 
These include 
trout, salmon, 
suckers, 
pikeminnows, 
sturgeon, 
lamprey, and 
others (for 
complete list 
please reference 
Oregon 
Administrative 
Rule  635-412-
0005).

6”- Juveniles and other *NMF 
besides adult salmon/steelhead in 
need of passage

12”- Only adult salmon/steelhead 
in need of passage

0” (no jumps)- Suckers, sturgeon, 
chum, pikeminnows in need of 
passage

Can these 
criteria be met? 
If no, proceed 

to step 2

Yes
ODFW Fish

Passage 
Approval

Step 2:
Identify geomorphic 

and biotic, site 
constraints

ODFW Jump Height Criteria Decision Process Tree

Step 3:
Identify any conflicting 
criteria. Are any species 
requirements mutually 
exclusive (i.e. sucker vs. 

salmon)?

CRITERIA

If geomorphic /biotic site constraints 
exist and/or there is conflicting 

criteria, ODFW determines criteria 
based on site constraints, fisheries 
needs, and management concerns. 
Goal is to match given criteria for 

species/lifestages in need of passage 
as closely as possible.

ODFW Fish 
Passage Approval 

with Design 
Exceptions

Please note that this flow chart 
refers only to determining the 
appropriate jump height criteria, 
and does not account for other 
criteria that may apply. Such as, 
velocities, depth, energy 
dissipation,  and others.
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