
Extreme Ice Problems with Stock 
Water Diversions

Presented by: Chuck Simpson



• We operate up to 70 stock water fish screens 
every year.

• Occasionally water moving thru Fish Screens 
will freeze and prevent any water from reaching 
the livestock.

• Multiple bay screens - we pull 1 bay In December and dam board 
up the empty bay above the water level to prevent 
fish from entering the diversion.

• During extreme cold weather screens freeze raising
water levels, water then spills over dam boards allowing 
some water to go down the ditch to livestock.

• Single bays have  2  OPTIONS   
1. Pull Screen
2. No Water



According to trap box reports and screw trap monitoring, 
there is very little fish movement during extreme cold 
periods.

Fish movement increases when water warms and 
flows increase. 
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I swear I am 
Retiring in Maui













Lostine River



< Steve is moving stock water



Chuck told me 
to  see how 
thick the
Ice was.

Chuck told me 
to  see how 
thick the
Ice was.







Wallowa Lake

The ice on the lake did not melt until May, 2008





OLD 6x24 screen













Winter Screen for 8-072

Advantages
1. Won’t be forced to spend time pulling frozen screens
2. Screen will function normally when ice melts
3. Less damage to screens by water users trying to get stock water









This makes it all worth while


